
 

Interactive Science Notebook Guidelines 

Your Interactive Science Notebook will increase your understanding of science by: 

 Using writing as a process for discovery and synthesis of inquiry. 

 Modeling many enduring functions of scientists – recording information and data, creating 

experimental diagrams, forming associations and connections to other learning, and asking 

thoughtful questions. 

 Improving your ability to organize ideas and information to provide a study reference for 

review prior to tests.  

 

Notebook Requirements 

 Must be a 9 x 11 inch 3 or 5 subject spiral notebook; preferably with a plastic cover. Please DO 

NOT RIP OUT ANY PAGES; you will need all of them.  

 Bring your notebook to class every day. It is to be used ONLY for science class. 

 Have separate loose-leaf paper for those assignments that require you to turn in other daily 

assignments.  

 Handouts and other teacher provided pages MUST BE clear taped or glued in place on the RIGHT 

SIDE page. Tape works best! 

 Notebook must be kept neat and organized. No doodling that does not relate to the science topic. 

No torn or ripped out pages.  

 Date and number each page. That means each side of a page! 

 A table of contents will be kept in the first 5 pages. This must be kept current. 

 Notebooks will be graded periodically. 

 Staying current with all entries is vital to your success this year in science. If you are absent it is 

your responsibility to copy the right side entries from another student or obtain hand-outs from 

the teacher.  In most cases, the right side will become available on my website, as well. Complete 

the left side on your own. 

 

LEFT Side (even numbered pages) 

 Show your creativity: color and creative interaction helps your brain process and 

remember information 

 Show you understand the material on the right side 

 Each response on the left side needs to have at least 4 different colors (not 

including black or pencil lead). 

 



 Examples of how to show you understand the material that is on the right side:   

 Concept maps 

 Graphic organizers 

 Drawings/illustration 

 Poems/raps/songs  

 Cartoons  

 Flow charts 

 Venn diagram

 

 The left side should be able to answer the following questions: 

 What are the main ideas? 

 What are the important details to remember? 

 How does this relate to your life or the world in general? 

RIGHT Side (odd numbered pages) 

 Information given by your teacher 

 It may include lecture notes, labs, worksheets, warm ups (if the right side entry is a 

warm up, the left side must show understanding for EACH question) 

 Information on the right side is TESTABLE and will serve as your STUDY GUIDE for 

EXAMS. 

There is a running log on Ms. Spiess’ website that tells you what goes on each page. 

Grading Guidelines 

 Usually odd numbered pages are given one point and even numbered pages (responses) 

are given 2 points, based on evidence of understanding the “right side” and also for 

completeness. Once in a while, a response page may be worth more points and I will tell 

students when I assign the page.  

 For each ISN check, the Table of Contents is worth 2 pts. 

 2 points are given for consistently having titles and dates on each page. 

 

Student:  I have read the above information.  I understand the purpose of the Interactive 

Science Notebook and will keep my notebook up-to-date and complete. 

Student Signature ___________________________________________  

Date _________________________ 

Parents:  I have read the above information. I understand the purposes of the Interactive 

Science Notebook and will encourage and monitor my student’s timely completion of notebook 

work.  

Parent Signature ____________________________________________  

Date _______________________ 


